
 
 
LATEST NEWS 
 
Welcome to the Autumn edition of African Butterfly News! 
 
 
Despite good late summer rain in several areas, it continues to be a tough season in most parts of 
the country. Several Skollies (Thestor species), have not been recorded at all – refer to Western 
Cape under Regional Roundup.  On the Highveld, many species, especially Browns (Satyrinae) 
and Skippers (Hesperiidae), have been very scarce. 
 
The usual Brown-veined White (Belenois aurota) migration was in full swing in late January, 
although in my experience, the butterflies were flying in a south-easterly direction, rather than the 
usual north-easterly course. Did anyone else notice this? In Mpumalanga, African Migrants 
(Catopsilia florella) appeared to have taken over the reins from B. aurota, and were also flying 
southwest.  
 
Our condolences to Dave Edge, LepSoc Africa’s Treasurer and co-Editor of Metamorphosis, 
whose mother passed away on 23 Jan. Dave has been instrumental in setting up the new website. 
The (almost final!) draft version can be viewed at  http://www.lepsocafrica.org/index.php. 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward Jeremy 
Dobson (jchdobson@gmail.com) any news, or photographs that might be of interest. 
If anyone has ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions.  
 
 
Highveld Buttermoth Club braai 
 
2017’s year-starting braai at Hermann Staude’s farm near Magaliesburg was held on Sunday 5 
February. This is a longstanding and popular event in the local buttermoth calendar and gives 
LepSoc Africa members a chance to catch up on news and to share stories from the December 
break. 

 
A group of about 25 people attended the day; we had good weather 
and an enjoyable time was had by all. 
 
Several nice butterflies were seen in the adjacent veld, including the 
Highveld Ranger (Kedestes nerva nerva). Peter Webb found a fine 
specimen of the African Monarch (Danaus chrysippus orientis, form 
Alcippus). 
According to Mark Williams, the correct current taxonomy is  
Danaus chrysippus alcippus. 
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LepSoc Africa’s youngest ever member, Yara Bode, was on display for the first time at a HBC 

event. 

Thanks to Hermann and Louisa for making their home available – once again – for this LepSoc 
Africa institution. 
 
 

Bernard Laurance d’Abrera 
(28 August 1940 – 13 January 2017) 

 

Bernard d'Abrera, well known author of numerous butterfly books, died recently in Melbourne, 

Australia.  

An Australian entomological taxonomist and philosopher of science, d’Abrera is particularly noted 

for his books on butterflies and larger moths of the world. Of particular relevance to African 

lepidopterists are his books (in three volumes) on Butterflies of the Afrotropical Region. 

D'Abrera was a graduate of the University of New South Wales 

in Sydney and received his Bachelor of Arts in 1965, with a 

double major in History & Philosophy of Science and History. He 

spent over forty years photographing museum specimens of 

butterflies and moths, as well as identifying and cataloguing 

specimens around the world.  

He was strongly opposed to the theory of evolution because it 

was not, in his view, a bona fide scientific theory. He described 

evolution theory as "viscid, asphyxiating baggage" that requires 

"blind religious faith", that cannot be tested or demonstrated in 

any natural frame of reference, and therefore it may not be 

considered even a scientific postulate.  

Philip James DeVries described him as "likely one of the best 

known Lepidopterists in the world, and therefore, an eminence 

on all things butterfly”.  

The D'Abrera's tiger, Parantica dabrerai, an Indonesian butterfly species is named for him, as is 

Gnathothlibus dabrera, a species of Indonesian moth. 

 

  



2017 LepSoc Africa Conference 

The Nestle Centre at Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens has been booked for the weekend of Sat 21 

- Sun 22 October this year. Many thanks to Christopher Willis and Samantha Hargreaves of 

SANBI for assisting us with this and waiving the venue hire-fee! 

As agreed at last year’s AGM, we are holding the event in peak butterfly-season, in order to 

encourage visiting lepidopterists to attend (and perhaps arrange an extended stay to visit nearby 

localities). 

The Highveld Buttermoth Club will be arranging the event – a preliminary notification and call-for-

papers will be circulated a few months prior to the event. 

 

Butterfly Talks 
 
Peter Webb presented a butterfly-talk to the Horticultural society on Wednesday evening 8th Feb 
at the Rooseveldt Park Recreation Centre. 
Apparently the event was well received, with 15 members present. 
 
Peter also talked to a group of about 30 people at a retirement village recently.  
 
 
Buttermoth Evening (Hermann Staude) 
 
The second Buttermoth Evening of 2017 was held at Ruimsig Country Club on Thu 9th March. 
Hermann Staude and Andre Coetzer presented some amazing photographs of caterpillars. 
.  
  



Neuroptera (Jonathan Ball) 
 
OK, I know it’s not Lepidoptera, but I’m sure you will be interested in this… 
 
Jonathan Ball, for those of you who may not know him, is a Cape Town resident and is a founder 
member of LepSoc Africa. Recently retired, he was a medical specialist (Radiologist) for many 
years. He also extra-murally (and part time) obtained a BSc Hons in Nature Conservation (1998), 
before doing a MSc in Conservation Ecology (cum laude) 2006, on the Endangered Butterflies of 
South Africa. He is presently busy with a PhD in Entomology through the University of Pretoria on 
the Nemopterinae (Ribbon-wing & Spoon-wing Lacewings – see photographs) of South Africa. To 
this end, he has travelled more than 200000 km, taken 1000’s of digital images (many are the first 
living images of these exquisite palaeo-endemic insects). More than half of the global taxa of 
these beautiful insects with the characteristic elongated hind-wings, occur in the Western and 
Northern Cape. The hypothesis is that these ancient insects radiated here with the explosive 
radiation of the angiosperms, consequent on the advent of regular winter rainfall. 
 

Despite many interests in Natural History, the Lepidoptera 
remain his first ‘love.’ This all started 62 years ago when 
he found a male of the Common Vagrant (Catopsilia 
florella) near Klapperkop Fort, Pretoria. He was fortunate 
to have been mentored by Dr. Georges Van Son, Ken 
Pennington and Charles Dickson. In 1999, the Zoological 
Society of South Africa awarded him the Stevenson-
Hamilton Silver Medal for outstanding Natural History 
contribution in South Africa. 
 
Jonathan was a co-author of Pennington’s Butterflies (2nd 
Edition). He has also been involved in numerous 
entomological books (13) and publications, on butterflies, 
beetles and Neuroptera. 
 
 
 
 
 

Apart from butterflies, his interests 
extend to geometrid moths (thank you 
Hermann!), clear-wing moths (sesiids) 
and many other insect orders. These 
include beetles [cetonids, cerambycids, 
monkey beetles (has found ‘new’ 
species and genera) and buprestids], 
cicadas (he has a large collection of 
these), long-tongue flies (he 
rediscovered Moegistorhynchus 
perplexus near Porterville – that was 
only known from a single type specimen 
described in the 1920’s) and the 
Neuroptera (antlions, owlflies, 
lacewings, mantidflies, etc.).   South 
Africa has 13 of the 16 known families 
of this insect order.   
 

First ever photograph of an unknown species  
(and genus) of diurnal Nemopteridae 

(Springbok, January 2017) 
Jonathan Ball 

 

First live photograph of Sicyoptera dilatata.  
This species has not been seen for 175-years! 

(Greyton / McGregor, January 2017) 
Jonathan Ball 

 

 



He was fortunate to be inspired by Mervyn Mansell and assisted by Tony Brinkman, before the 
latter emigrated to Cambridge in the UK.  Jonathan has discovered and rediscovered a few dozen 
insects in southern Africa. 
 
Jonathan is particularly interested in insect/plant/animal interactions. His digital macro-
photography collection is expanding exponentially. He is a very keen gardener, particularly 
enjoying growing plants from seed. He is very proud to be an amateur entomologist! We still have 
a HUGE amount of work to do! In relation to the lacewings, he really appreciates the kindness and 
assistance of: Mervyn Mansell, Clarke Scholtz, Tony Brinkman, Chris Ficq, Alf Curle, Alan 
Gardiner, Hermann Staude and Andrew Morton.  
 
Together we can do more! 
 
 
Butterfly and Neuroptera Photos (Jonathan Ball) 
 
Some more photos from Jonathan, with commentary where relevant. 
There are some great shots here, including difficult to photograph species such as the Tawny 
Brown (Pseudonympha hippia). 
 

 
 
 
  

Jonathan bred this Precis archesia 
archesia from larva found in his 

garden in Sedgefield – this 
represents a significant recent 

range extension 

Papilio demodocus demodocus pupa. 
Note the upper surface of the wings 
showing through the pupa case; the 
opposite of what one might expect 

Namaqua King Copper 
(Tylopaedia sardonyx 

peringueyi) 
 Elizabethsfontein, Western 

Cape 

Tawny Brown (Pseudonympha hippia), 
A notoriously difficult butterfly to 

photograph.  

Male Rock Spoonwing (Palmipenna 
aeoleoptera)  

A bird-of-paradise of the insect world! 
 Biedouw Valley, Western Cape 

Atlantis Spoonwing 
(Halterina pulchella) 

Atlantis, Western Cape 

Silvery Bar 
 (Cigaritis phanes 

Keimos, Northern Cape 

 
 

Barbibucca biremes 
Graafwater, Northern Cape 

Red Hill Copper 
(Aloeides egerides)(f) 

Atlantis, Western Cape 



Day trip to Bateleur Nature Reserve (Mark Williams) 
 
Mark Williams, accompanied by Jeremy Dobson and Peter Ward visited Bateleur Nature Reserve 
on 21 January 2017. 
 
Although butterflies were plentiful, these constituted the common 
species such as Brown-veined-White (Belenois aurota) 
(migrating), Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus), Broad-
bordered Grass Yellow (Eurema brigitta), African Monarch 
(Danaus chrysippus) and Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta). A fair 
number of Dismal Slyphs (Tsitana tsita), all fresh, were also 
found. Occasional specimens of the African Migrant (Catopsilia 
florella), Spotted Joker (Byblia ilithya), Cupreous Blue 
(Eicochrysops messapus) and Purple-brown Hairstreak 
(Hypolycaena philippus) were noted. Singletons of the following 
species were observed: Lemon Traveller (Teracolus 
subfasciatus), Marsh Commodore (Precis ceryne), Mozambique Bar (Cigaritis mozambica), and 
Flower-girl Hopper (Platylesches neba).  
 
A thorough search for the Waterberg Copper (Erikssonia edgei), Savanna Brown (Neita extensa) 
and Secucuni Shadefly (Coenyra rufiplaga), some of the specials at Bateleur, failed to reveal a 
single specimen. Also conspicuous by their absence were Wichgraf’s Hillside Brown 
(Stygionympha wichgrafi), Spotted-eye Brown (Paternympha narycia) and Ringlets (Ypthima spp.), 
which are normally common at this time of the year.  
 

From our observations it would seem that the prolonged drought 
has had a major negative impact on certain species, especially 
the Browns (Satyrinae) and Skippers (Hesperiidae) whose 
larvae are grass-feeders. On the other hand the vegetation was 
lush, and appeared to have completely recovered from the 
drought, following this season’s good rains. The normally 
common species appear to have an ability to rapidly increase 
their populations once a drought is broken, whereas the rarer 
species and those with grasses as their larval host-plants take 
much longer to build their populations. The Dismal Sylph 
appears to be the first “grass-feeder” to have shown signs of 

recovery. The effects of drought on butterfly population dynamics appears to be poorly researched 
(we found only four papers – see below) and their recovery dynamics has not been researched at 
all.  
 
Anyone making observations on the recovery of butterfly populations is urged to drop Mark an 
email at lepidochrysops@gmail.com 
 
References: 
 
Ehrlich, P.R., Murphy, D.D., Singer, M.C., Sherwood, C.B., White, R.R. and Brown, I.L., 1980. Extinction, reduction, stability and 
increase: the responses of checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas) populations to the California drought. Oecologia 46(1): 101-105. 

 
Oliver, T.H., Brereton, T. and Roy, D.B., 2013. Population resilience to an extreme drought is influenced by habitat area and 
fragmentation in the local landscape. Ecography 36(5):579-586. 

 

 
 

  

Junonia hierta cebrene 

Tsitana tsita 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Buttermoth evening  
 
The next Buttermoth evening will be held at Ruimsig Country Club on Thursday 11 May; 18h30 for 
19h00.  
The cost is R100 per person (R175 for non-LepSoc members), which includes dinner. Note that 
Buttermoth evenings, arranged by Hermann Staude, are held on the 2nd Thursday of every 2nd 
month – please diarize! 
 
 
Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop – Madagascar 2018 

You should have received a 1st Notification and Registration form for next year’s Afrotropical 

Lepidoptera Madagascar Workshop, to be held in Madagascar in March / April 2018. 

If you did not receive anything, or have any queries regarding the workshop, please contact me at 

jchdobson@gmail.com. 

 

Yebo Gogga 2017 

This years’ Yebo Gogga exhibition will be held between the 10 – 14 May.  

Times: 8:30 am – 3 pm weekdays, 9 am – 4 pm weekend. The venue – as usual – is the 

Oppenheimer Life Sciences Building, East Campus, Wits. 

   

The School of Animal, Plant and Environmental Sciences celebrates a hundred years this year, 

and the theme is “100”. I don’t think we’ve got any centenarians among our members that we 

could roll-out, but if anyone has any ideas, please let me know.  

LepSoc Africa will be participating – if you can assist for even a small part of the exhibition’s 

duration, it would be greatly appreciated. 

Please contact Jeremy at jchdobson@gmail.com or +27 82 783 8213. 

 

Highveld Buttermoth Club (Jan Praet) 

Andre Coetzer has organized a “Butterflies for Beginners” walk-and-talk at WSBG on Sat 11 

March.  

The HBC will be holding a meeting in April – date a venue to be advised. 

 

 

 
 
  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com


African Butterfly Research Institute (ABRI) (Steve Collins) 

 

ABRI was established in 1996, and was based on the Steve 
Collins collection, to which was added the Kielland collection in 
1996 (Butterflies of Tanzania). Including more recent additions, 
the entire collection exceeds 4-million specimens, of which over 
1-million have been pinned (9 500 boxes). 

Today it is the most comprehensive reference-assembly of 
African butterflies in the world, containing over 98% of all 
African species currently described.  
 

The ABRI collection contains specimens from over 50 African countries and, in the case of 
Senegal, Ghana, CAR, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, São Tomé and Príncipe and 
Rwanda, probably contains the largest repository of butterfly-specimens for these countries. 
 
The collection includes a large percentage of some of the rarer specimens contained in collections 
worldwide. As an example, there are about 100 specimens of Charaxes fournierae and races at 
ABRI; the Natural History Museum London contains just 2-specimens and the Smithsonian 
Institute none.  
 

The Institute has been used in the preparation of a number of monographs, including Supplement 
to Butterflies of Tanzania (Congdon and Collins 1998), the revised edition of Butterflies of Kenya 
(Larsen 1996), Butterflies of West Africa (Larsen 2005) and Papillons du Gabon (Vande Weghe 
2010). The collection is the accumulation of over forty people’s lifetime work on African butterflies, 
and represents hundreds of thousands of hours of curation and research. 
 
Steve Collins, the founder and director of ABRI, is a 
Kenyan citizen in his early sixties; he started his 
butterfly collection (which now forms the basis of 
ABRI), as a young boy.  
A successful businessman, Steve Collins has used his 
organizational and managerial skills in building the 
institute to what it is today. He is still managing and 
directing all the ABRI activities and actively 
participates in the scientific research projects of ABRI. 
He is the principal donor of ABRI, which he funds 
himself. 
 
ABRI is currently housed on his property in Nairobi, but a more permanent home is being sought, 
and must be one associated with a University based in Europe or USA. Africa would be desirable 
but does not have the requisite facilities. 

 
The institute contains an extensive library, including nearly all 
known books of African Butterflies, plus many from elsewhere in 
the world.  
 
Most scientific papers dealing with African Butterflies are 
present, some from the 1800’s with the oldest dated 1786! The 
library also contains hundreds of topographical maps of Africa. 
 
 
  



 The Institute has published, or assisted with the 
publication of numerous books and scientific articles. 
These include Butterflies of West Africa (Larsen); 
Butterflies of Gabon (Vande weghe); Anthene revision 
(Libert); Celaenorrhinus revision (Libert) and many others. 
Several projects are in progress, including Hesperiidae of 
Africa. 
           
 
 
 
 

Several biodiversity surveys are, and have been, conducted all over the continent. Examples 
include:  
 

• Tanzania: On-going – (24 years ± 500 Life Histories) 

• Kenya: Kakamega forest - in depth biodiversity study – 30 years.  

• Mozambique 2009: Mt Namuli / Mt Mabu / Mt Inago / Mt Chiperone  

• Rwanda 2007-2010: Nyungwe forest project.  

• Malawi 2015: Elephant Marshes Shire River 

• Malawi 2016: Shire Valley Mountains 
 
Investigations into the life histories of African Butterflies and their ecological associations (primarily 
with plants and ants) form the basis of the institute’s biological research. ABRI’s Ivan Bampton† 
and Colin Congdon devoted themselves to this work for over 40 and 25-years respectively. More 
than 500 species life histories have been studied and await publication through the Caterpillar 
Rearing Group (CRG).  
 
 ABRI ran an Educational Centre, with a live butterfly house from 2001 - 2006, which closed down 
due to its high maintenance cost. 
On-going education is carried out, in the form of personal 
involvement during field research and production of 
educational posters and displays. 
 
A number of students have completed their studies or have 
been assisted in their studies with ABRI, including 
Szabolcs Sáfián, Gaël Vande Weghe and Oskar 
Brattstrom, at various levels, to name but a few. 
 
ABRI is today one of the most widely referenced institutes 
in scientific publications on African Butterflies. Although it 
does not have its own website, it is cited on many related 
websites. 
  



Running ABRI is not cheap. For example, the annual budget for 2009 was in excess of US$200k. 

Steve calculates, conservatively, the value of specimens and other assets at ABRI to be about $8-

million.  

In reality the collection is priceless, because it would be impossible to replace even if unlimited 

funds were available. This is due to the unprecedented habitat destruction that has taken place in 

Africa over the past few decades. 

These high costs are no longer sustainable by an individual.  

Finding alternative sources of funding is the top priority on ABRI’s agenda at present.  

Only with a serious program of donors, can the basic maintenance and the offsetting costs of the 

research be guaranteed.  

Such a unique collection should not only survive, but should be allowed to thrive for generations to 
come. 
 

For further information, please contact Steve Collins: 
 
P.O. Box 14308 , 0800,  Westlands, KENYA 
Mobile: +254 722 701021 
Email: collinsabri@gmail.com 
Skype: SteveCollins.Kenya 
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Butterfly Identification Plates (Mark Williams) 

 
Mark has started producing butterfly-plates, intended to assist with the identification of  
species within difficult or confusing genera or species-groups. 
 
This will become a regular feature - I’ve included a couple of examples below. 

 



 

  



CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

LepiMAP (Megan Loftie-Eaton)  
 
The LepiMAP Report, covering the period November 2016 to January 2017 has been released. 
LepiMAP received a total of 6378 records within this period, of which 3465 were butterflies and 
2913 moths; this represents an increase of nearly 20% compared to the corresponding period a 
year ago.  
In the past three months 19 new observers have registered and are contributing to LepiMAP: there 
are now a total of 577 LepiMAP contributors.  
 
Of the 6378 records, 3905 (61.2%) have been identified, and this includes 693 different taxa.  

 

Two records of Critically Endangered species were received:  

 

 Brenton Blue Orachrysops niobe  

 Seaside Skolly Thestor brachycerus brachycerus  

 

Records of Endangered species include:  
 
 Kedestes lenis lenis  
 Kedestes niveostriga schloszi  
 Aloeides dentatis dentatis  
 Durbania amakosa flavida  
 Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula  
 
One record was received for the Conservation Dependent geometrid moth Durbana setinata 
setinata; 699 records were for taxa with a Not Evaluated status. 

 
The 2016 Spring LepiBASH was held from 15 to 23 October 2016; the final record tally for the 
event was 2080 records. The event featured on Radio Today; you can listen to the interview at: 
http://internal.adu.org.za/upload/uploads/Megan-Loftie-Eaton-and-Lepibash_2016-10-22.mp3  
 
The total number of LepiMAP records which have been submitted through the ADU Virtual 
Museum website (in other words, excluding private collections and historical records) is 115 072.  
78549 are butterflies, of which 72927 (92.8%) have confirmed identities and 34626 classified as 
moths, of which 9976 (29%) have confirmed identities.  
 
The bulk of the records since the start of 2016 have been identified by Fanie Rautenbach (1103 
records), Quartus Grobler (899), Johan Heyns (712), Sonja Maartens (40), and Steve Woodhall 
(30). 
 
Records were obtained from 14 African Countries (outside of SA), including 93 records from DRC, 
72 from Zimbabwe and 326 from Nigeria – some brave people out there…  
 
Within South Africa, KZN led the way with 1146 records; North West trailed in ninth place with 93 
records. 
 
Considering only twenty-first century data, by 31 January this year, records had been obtained 
from over 70% of quarter-degree cells within the Atlas region (South Africa, Lesotho and 
Swaziland): a total of 1437 blocks. This compares with less than 60% in December 2013. 
 
Well done Megan! Congratulations are also due to Christopher Willis, who has achieved the 
remarkable milestone of 10 000 submitted-records. 

http://internal.adu.org.za/upload/uploads/Megan-Loftie-Eaton-and-Lepibash_2016-10-22.mp3


 
Finally, the map below graphically indicates the LepiMAP coverage of the African continent to 
date. 
A huge amount of work has been done, but outside of South Africa, there is a negligible amount of 
information…. 
 

 
 
 
  



SALCA (Silvia Kirkman) 

Silvia hosted a SALCA Workshop at Hermann Staude’s home on Sat 4 Feb. 
 
The progress of field surveys and data-submission was 
reviewed: the deadline for data submission is 31 March 2017. 
 
The data verification procedure was discussed. The 
importance of subjecting all data to the same rigorous 
processes was highlighted. The SALCA tool, developed by 
Andre Coetzer, appears to be working well although one or two 
minor changes were proposed, to make it more user-friendly. 
The deadline for data verification is 30 April 2017. 
 

Assessments need to be completed by 31 May, for internal review. Reviewed assessments are to 
be finalised, based on comments received, by 30 June 2017, at which stage they are submitted to 
SANBI for evaluation.  
 
Comments received from the SANBI review need to be addressed by 30 September 2017, at 
which stage the final assessments are submitted to SANBI for their reporting for the National 
Biodiversity Assessment. 
 
There is a further workshop on 7 April, which will be held at the EWT offices, Modderfontein. 
 

Please contact Silvia (silviakirkman@gmail.com) if you require more information regarding 
SALCA, or are available to participate in field work. 
 
 
Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The aim of the BED project is to identify patterns of evolutionary diversity of SA butterflies - in 
addition the research should identify areas of high species richness and conservation concern and 
also locate areas of evolutionary significance. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 
 
 
Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
The CRG held a workshop at Hermann Staude’s house on Saturday 4 Feb. The following issues 
were discussed and agreed: 
 

1. The CRG shall endeavour to enhance the 

usefulness of data submitted by its members, 

by using standardised fields in the relational 

database “Lepidops”. 

2. The CRG shall stop producing master 

documents in MS Word, as soon as the 

transition to Lepidops has been implemented. 

The user interface of the database will be 

developed to produce standardised reports, 

similar to the current master lists, which will be 

placed in a dropbox folder for perusal by CRG 

members. 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/


3. Marion MacLean will assist with processing CRG information into a suitable format. The 

CRG will encourage members to submit information in a more suitable way, without making 

the process too onerous. 

4. The CRG will investigate ways for LepSoc Africa to take custody of unpublished CRG data. 

It was considered that LepSoc Africa is the appropriate home for the large amount of 

unpublished non-CRG data and information already in Lepidops. 

5. The CRG would investigate the possibility of adopting a Creative Commons license, to 

regulate subsequent usage of the unpublished data and information in Lepsoc Africa’s 

custody.  

6. The bulk submissions by Congdon, Bampton and Collins, which represents their life work, 

would be treated differently and would not merely be inserted into the rest of the CRG 

master lists. Hermann to engage with the originators of the data in this regard.  

Subsequent to the workshop (and a LepSoc Africa Council meeting which was held the following 
day), the following items were resolved: 
 

1. LepSoc Africa Council confirmed the Society’s willingness, in principle, to accept the 

responsibility for custodianship of unpublished data, as stored in the Lepidops database 

and elsewhere. 

2. After careful review of various Creative Commons licenses, Hermann Staude considered 

that they were not really suitable for the type of work-in-progress data collation that the 

CRG is involved with. 

A further meeting with LepiAfrica was held on 12 February: 
 

1. It was decided that LepSoc Africa (via Lepidops) would be the appropriate vehicle for the 

data and that LepiAfrica would seek ways to facilitate this. However the constitution of 

LepSoc Africa does not currently regulate such a long-term responsibility and the Society 

would need to amend this before any such transfer of data and information could be 

contemplated. LepiAfrica will investigate all issues surrounding this transition and will 

approach LepSoc Africa with recommendations. 

2. It was agreed that major data and information contributors need to retain control of their 

data and therefore the Creative Commons licenses are not appropriate for this purpose. A 

suitable arrangement, containing a few options should be found, that suits all the 

contributor’s needs. 

3. The current data input sheet in lepidops already contains most of the fields needed for CRG 

purposes and it would therefore not be a long process before active CRG data entry can 

commence. 

To summarize, a major campaign is in progress to improve the security, consistency and 
usefulness of data being collected by the many contributors of the Caterpillar Rearing Group! 
 
 
Karroo BioGaps (Dave Edge) 
 
This is a new 3-year project in association with SANBI. The focus is on assessing biodiversity in 
areas threatened by potential Fracking developments and approximately 50 critical sites have 
been identified that require surveys. 
 
28-sites have been visited to date, so good progress is being made. 
 
 
 
 



PUBLICATIONS 
 
Metamorphosis (Mark Williams and Dave Edge) 
 
The latest edition of Metamorphosis is Volume 27 (http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/); there are 
several new articles, including: 
 

• Publications on Afrotropical Lepidoptera during 2015–2016 (Mark Williams) 

• New host plant records for three Acraea species at Tswalu Kalahari Reserve (Reinier 
Terblanche) 

• Notes on Coeliades libeon (Ernest Pringle) 

• Life history of Argyraspodes argyraspis (Alan Heath) 

• Iolaus malaikae (Alan Gardiner) 

• Vegetation associated with Chrysoritis dicksoni (Dave Edge) 

• CRG: An illustrated report of the larvae and adults of 962 African Lepidoptera species  
 
The Metamorphosis website is fully open-access and anyone can register. The Editorial Panel had 
been ungraded to an Editorial Board – several highly regarded international and local academics 
have agreed to join.  
 

 
  

http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/


REGIONAL ROUNDUP 
 
Gauteng (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
I walked Hennops hiking trail in January.  
Two butterflies that are usually scarce, marginal species 
in Gauteng were flying in large numbers: the Spotted 
Sailer (Neptis saclava marpessa) and the Pale-yellow 
Acraea (Telchinia burni). 
 
Steve Woodhall and Peter Ward visited Tswaing in early 
February and found several nice butterflies, such as the 
Spotted Velvet Skipper (Abantis tettensis) and the 
Ragged Skipper (Caprona pillaana). 
 
Numerous Small Hillside Browns (Paternympha narycia) 
were flying in the hills above WSBG in mid-February, as well as a few Highveld Rangers 
(Kedestes nerva nerva). 
 
 
North West (Martin Lunderstedt) 
 
I visited Pilansberg in late Feb, for a game viewing and golf trip. 
Lots of butterflies, although I didn’t see anything too special.  Nice birds 
though… 
 
 
Free State (Reinier Terblanche) 
 
It’s getting a bit late for the Free State this season! 
 
 
Limpopo (Johann Greyling) 
 

 
 
Mark Williams, Christopher Willis and I visited the 
Bewaarskloof area in mid-February. 
Janse’s Widow (Dira jansei) and the Wolkberg Hillside 
Brown (Paternympha loxophthalma) were flying in fair 
numbers. 
 
  

Telchinia burni 

Dira jansei 



Mpumalanga (Andre Coetzer) 
 
Raimund Schutte and I visited Chris Dobson in Waterval Onder in 
late January. 
 

The forests at Elandshoogte were fairly 
quiet, although most of the usual 
Afromontane forest butterflies were 
seen and Marieps Emperor Swallowtail 
(Papilio ophidicephalus ayresi) was 
abundant.  
 
One or two Forest Swallowtails (Papilio euphranor) were observed, as 
well as Long-tailed Admirals (Antanartia schaeneia schaeneia). 
 
We visited some high altitude grassland in the Slaaihoek area and 
found – fog… 

 
Mark Williams, James Lawrence and I visited Loding and KwaMhlanga in mid Jan. 
Lots of Whites (Pieridae) were flying at Loding, but nothing unusual. The river at KwaMhlanga was 
in full flood; several Constantine’s Swallowtails (Papilio constantinus constantinus) were seen, as 
well as a solitary Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus pallene) – on the Highveld, this butterfly is usually only 
found in Spring. 
 
Western Cape (Andrew Morton) 
 

There has been a noticeable decline in butterfly numbers in the Western 
Cape this season.  
This is particularly evident with the Miletinae, where surveys for Thestor 
strutti, Thestor kaplani, Thestor braunsi and Thestor yildizae yielded no 
specimens whatsoever. 
 
A severe drought has been experienced in the region and the lack of rain 
is a presumed to be the cause.  

  
 
 
 

On a more encouraging note, after a new locality for the endangered 
Kedestes niveostriga schloszi was found last in 2015, another locality was 
found in 2016!  
This time, even more surprisingly, along the Molenaars River, less than 
an hour from Cape Town.  
This shows how important it is to make an effort to explore new areas 
instead of searching in the same known localities year after year. 
  
Bio-gaps surveys in the Western and Northern Cape have been underway 
and have taken Andrew and his colleagues to places they haven’t been 
before. 
 
No exceptional Lepidoptera records have been noted as yet, although they did see hundreds of 
Trimenia mcmasteri… 
  
  

Fire in the Cederberg - bad 
news for Kedestes 

sarahae? 

Harald Selb at Stanford 



Fanie Rautenbach and Andrew have visited Kleitjieskraal at 
Wolseley for two years running and found no sign of Thestor 
strutti. Fanie also searched a mountain across the valley and 
didn’t find it there.  
 
Dave Edge and Ernest Pringle couldn’t find it last year either. 
It is vital that searches within this area continue, as the 
butterfly has not been found elsewhere.  

  
 
 
A quick spring trip to the Northern Cape by Andrew, Harald Selb and Len McLeod was not too 
successful, although they did see plenty of Lepidochrysops mcgregori and Chrysoritis zonarius 
coetzeri: most things were scarce. 
  
A visit to Sutherland by the same trio was much more fruitful. Sutherland was green in October 
and local farmers confirmed that they’d had good rains. Most of the local specials were seen, 
including; Chrysoritis violescens, Chrysoritis beaufortius sutherlandensis, Chrysoritis azurius, 
Phasis pringlei and Phasis clavum erythema. 
  

Chrysoritis endymion was out in good numbers on Die Galg in 
Mcgregor. Slightly lower down Chrysoritis nigricans and, what is 
assumed to be Thestor stepheni, were fairly common.  
  
A butterfly trip to the Cedarberg in December was cut short by a 
fire which was burning 30m from the campsite. The fire spread 
through an area where Kedestes sarahae, Aloeides monticola 
and Chrysoritis uranus fly. Kedestes are not fire-adapted as far 
as we know, and this species would have been in a larval stage. 
Luckily Andrew found these butterflies (although in smaller 
numbers), further along the Driehoekrivier. 
  

Andrew joined Tony Kingston, Leif Aarvik and Knud Larsen on the first leg of their Western Cape 
mothing-expedition, at Robertson. Not many Sphingidae and no Saturnidae, but plenty of small 
‘jobs’ that kept them entertained. Tony spent most of the day borrowing tools from the local farmer 
to try and fix his generator, whilst Knud prepared all sorts of interesting things for dinner. 
Eventually Tony took the generator to the farmer, who turned out to be a generator expert. It runs 
better than Andrew’s SUV now!  Tony and Andrew hung some light traps overlooking a nearby 
dam and had a glorious evening, gulping down fine red Robertson wine and picking moths off a 
sheet. 
  
A couple of visits to Slanghoek Valley in November were productive and a few Aloeides carolynae 
were seen. A huge fire roared through this locality shortly afterwards and the area where the 
butterflies were flying is now burnt.  
  
  

Thestor stepheni 

Lepidochrysops mcgregori 
Andrew Morton 



Fanie Rautenbach followed up on some information on a locality 
in the Overberg that hadn’t been visited for many decades and 
was rewarded with some large Thestors and Chrysoritis 
nigricans! Harald Selb and Andrew decided to go and have a 
look for ourselves and we found the colonies of these two 
beauties; Harald found one lonely Aloeides egerides! 
  
They visited Greyton in late November last year in 2015 and 
again in early December 2016 to look for Thestor braunsi and 
Thestor kaplani. 
None were seen at this known locality. This is concerning, as 
this is one of only two places in Greyton where Thestor kaplani 
flies. 
  
Western Cape branch are hoping to arrange a braai shortly, to discuss SALCA, Biogaps, BED and 
the CRG. 
 
 

 

AFRICA DESK 

Uganda (Central) (Muhwezi Rogers) 
 
The inventive “Rogers” has started taking college students on guided 
butterfly-walks in Mpanga forest. 
Rogers is making a name for himself as something of a butterfly 
expert in Uganda; congratulations to him and hopefully his interest in 
Lepidoptera will continue to grow. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Thestor kaplani 



MOTHS 
 
A new species of moth, Neopalpa donaldtrumpi, was discovered by Canadian scientist Vazrick 
Nazari, who said he was struck by the resemblance of the golden scales on the head of the moth 
to Trump's signature hairstyle. 

 
He named the new species (which has a wingspan of about 9 
mm), after the incoming president to focus attention on 
ecological issues.  
 
The newly discovered moth, the first animal to bear Trump's 
name, is native to southern California but its habitat extends to 
Baja California in Mexico. 

 
Trump (the American President that is, not the micro-moth) has some way to go: according to Live 
Science, Barack Obama has had nine species of plants or animals named after him, more than 
any other US president. 

 

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL 
 
Elected Executive Councilors: 
 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Dave Edge (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councilors 
 

• Mark Williams (Editor of Metamorphosis in a caretaker capacity) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation and Research) 

• Jan Praet (Marketing) 
 
Council held a meeting on 5 February; minutes of this meeting are available for perusal on the 
website. 
The Council approved sections of the LepSoc Africa Handbook; it is hoped that this document will 
be substantially complete by the AGM in October this year. 
 
There are several issues that require resolution, including the new LepSoc Africa logo, finalization 
of the website and an agreement with the CRG. 
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FOCUS ON…. 

This features a member of LepSoc Africa in each edition.  
 
Mark Williams (Editor of Metamorphosis) is the subject for this month. 
 

Mark was born in Port Elizabeth on 17 April 1950. His primary and 
secondary education was at Grey College, Monument Laerskool and 
Krugersdorp High School. His tertiary education was at Wits and 
Pretoria University. He obtained a Bachelor of Veterinary Science 
and later qualified as a specialist Veterinary Pathologist. After a few 
unsatisfying jobs he joined the Faculty of Veterinary Science at UP in 
1975 where he remained until he retired in 2015. He was 
subsequently appointed Emeritus Professor at UP. He has authored 
or co-authored over 100 scientific publications. 
 
His interest in nature started in Port Elizabeth at the age of three. As 
a five-year-old he raised a caterpillar of the Grapevine Hawk Moth 
and the miraculous process of metamorphosis he witnessed, put him 
on the path to a lifelong obsession with Lepidoptera.  
 
In 1983 he founded the Lepidoptera Study Group of Southern Africa, which subsequently 
metamorphosed into the Lepidopterists’ Society of Southern Africa and, later, the Lepidopterists’ 
Society of Africa. He served as the society’s first president and was eventually made an honorary 
life member. 
 
In the mid-1980s he began work on a digital encyclopaedia of the Afrotropical butterflies, which 
now comprises more than 6 000 pages and is still expanding steadily. In 1994 he published a Field 
guide to the butterflies of southern Africa. He has served as editor of Metamorphosis, the society’s 
journal, for several terms. He has published extensively on the biology of African butterflies and 
discovered over 200 new lepidopteran larval host-plants.  
 
Highlights in the field include the re-discovery of the potentially extinct Lotana Blue and the 
Waterberg Copper. He is very grateful to all the many friends he has made through his association 
with the society he has made numerous friends who have enriched his life in countless ways.   

 

  



PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH 

Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this magazine and they will be 

given due consideration; any photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc Africa, 

to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the decision, by the editor will final 
and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 
 
Please send me any recent pictures that you would like to include, with identification, general 
locality details  and the month that the photograph was taken (jchdobson@gmail.com). 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 2016 
Reiner Terblanche 

Anthene lindae  
(Witsand, N Cape) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
Muhwezi Rogers  

Euphaedra olivicea 
 (Mpanga, Uganda) 

 

OCTOBER 2016 
Simon Joubert  

Chrysoritis oreas  

(Bulwer, KZN) 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 
Raimund Schutte 

Daphnis nerii  
(Nelspruit, Mpumalanga) 

 

DECEMBER 2016 
Christopher Dobson 

Durbania amakosa ayresi 
(Verlorenkloof, Mpumalanga) 

 

jchdobson@gmail.com


Entries for January 
 

  

JANUARY 
 
Another moth (admittedly a rather 
spectacular one)! 
 
January’s winner is Crammy Wanyama, a 
friend of Muhwezi Rogers. 
 
Hermann Staude says this is a member of 
the Agaristinae subfamily (Noctuidae); 
Perpetra Akite believes it is Phaegorista 
similis, a member of the Erebidae. 
 
The photo was taken in the Bwindi area, 
southwest Uganda.  
 
 

Chrysoritis aethon  
Raimund Schutte 

(Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga) 

Papilio ophidicephalus ayresi  
Jeremy Dobson  

(Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga) 

Iolaus pallene  
Jeremy Dobson 

(KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga) 
 

Charaxes pelias 
Andrew Morton 

(Bred – Western Cape) 

Bicyclus safitza safitza 
Raimund Schutte 

(Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga) 
 

Alaena amazoula ochroma 
Jeremy Dobson 

(KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga) 
 



Entries for February 

 
 
 

  

FEBRUARY 
 
Time for a Western Cape winner… 
 
Andrew Morton submitted this photo of the 
Red Hill Copper (Aloeides egerides), which is 
no longer found at Red Hill, or at many other 
places for that matter. 
 
Andrew, Harald Selb and Len McLeod have 
been searching new localities this season; 
they found this butterfly near Stanford, 
Western Cape. 
 
 
 
 
 

Eurytela hiarbas hiarbus 
Muhwezi Rogers  

(Mpanga, Uganda) 

 

Paternympha loxophthalma  

Jeremy Dobson  

(Bewaarskloof, Limpopo) 

Kedestes nerva nerva  

Steve Woodhall  

(Golden Valley, North West) 

 

Euptera elabontas  
Muhwezi Rogers  

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 

 

Junonia orithya madagascariensis 

Jeremy Dobson  

(Krugersdorp, Gauteng) 

Acraea pseudegina 
Muhwezi Rogers  

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euptera_elabontas


LIVES BEHIND THE LABELS… 

Charles Dickson 
 
Charles Gordon Campbell Dickson was born in Cape Town on 9 December 1907 and died in that 
city on 30 August 1991.  
 
He was one of the foremost South African lepidopterists of the last century, discovering no fewer 
than 38 new species of lepidoptera (13 of which are named after him), in the mountains and hills 
of the Western Cape. Through patient fieldwork and life-history research, he revised some genera 
and described an amazing 102 new butterfly species and subspecies (including 7 in the second 
edition of Pennington's Butterflies of Southern Africa); approximately 10% of the total fauna in the 
sub-region. 
Only the great pioneer taxonomist Roland Trimen exceeded this output for South African 
butterflies. 
 

Charles became interested in butterflies at an early age, partly 
through his family's friendship with Roland Trimen. In the early days 
he was also influenced by Dr. Hesse and Dr. Skaife, and his interest 
was coupled with moths, which he subsequently collected for the 
Transvaal Museum. 
 
Butterflies, however, were always closest to his heart, and Charles 
became the foremost authority on the butterflies of the Cape. In the 
1930's he met Gowan C. Clark, who was South Africa's foremost 
butterfly illustrator, and for more than a quarter of a century he 
collected life-history material for Clark. This collaboration produced 
the 1971 book Life Histories of the South African Lycaenid 
Butterflies. Charles wrote and compiled it, making use of Gowan 
Clark's illustrations and notes, which he supplemented with his own.  

 
Clark, who had passed away some years previously, was acknowledged as the senior author - a 
gesture of typical modesty on the part of Charles Dickson. The value of this work was immediately 
apparent and gained him an honorary M.Sc. from the University of Cape Town. 
 
Charles was particularly interested in the myrmecophilous Lycaenidae of South Africa, in which 
the Western Cape is particularly rich. Together with his friend Dr Andre Claassens, he pioneered 
local research on this fascinating aspect of butterfly life. His work with Claassens culminated in the 
1980 book Butterflies of the Table Mountain Range, which dealt exclusively with the butterfly 
species of the Cape Peninsula.  
Apart from butterflies, Charles's great passion was vintage motor cars (old British and Continental 
brands), and steam locomotives. He was also a fierce advocate of retaining the early Cape place 
names. 
 
When K. M. Pennington died in 1974, leaving a skeleton manuscript dealing with the butterflies of 
the Southern Africa, Charles was asked to complete the book. 
This he did with characteristic zeal, and Pennington's Butterflies of Southern Africa was published 
in 1978. At the time of his death, Charles was putting the finishing touches to the revised second 
edition of Pennington's Butterflies, which was published in 1994.  
These two books remain definitive works on the butterflies of the sub-region. 
 
(Based on an obituary in Metamorphosis by Stephen Henning) 


